STEPHEN  THE  LITTLE.                    463

thousand ducats for his schools, which had fallen into
disuse during the Turkish raids, and, in order to assist
him in improving his military organisation, admitted
fifteen young Montenegrins to the Military Academy
at St. Petersburg. During a third journey to Russia,
Vassili died on the loth of March, 1766, and his remains
lie in the church of St. Alexander Nevski at St. Peters-
burg. Sava, unfitted for the work of government by
nearly twenty years of monastic seclusion, was com-
pelled to reassume the reins of power. But he had
been little more than a year in office, when a pre-
tender appeared in Montenegro and relieved him of
his duties. There is no more curious episode in
Balkan history than the successful imposture of this
man.

Towards the end of 1767 there arrived in the
Bocche di Cattaro a certain Stephen the Little, or
Stepan Mali, who gave himself out to be the Czar
Peter III. of Russia, believed to have been murdered
five years earlier. The impostor acted his part well;
under the guise of a doctor, he had paid a previous
visit to the Black Mountain, studied carefully the
customs of its inhabitants, and convinced himself of
their attachment to Russia. Few of them had ever
been in that country, fewer still had ever seen the
features of the murdered Czar. Marco Tancovic, one
of the small number of travelled Montenegrins, de-
clared that in the face of Stephen he recognised the
Emperor, whom he had met with Vassili at St.
Petersburg. The simple people were greatly in-
fluenced by what Tancovic said. From far and near
the chiefs gathered together to see and hear him, and